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QUICK  FACTS 

WHY  NOT  SHIP  METROPOLITAN  TORONTO'S  GARBAGE  SOME  PLACE  ELSE? 


Finding  a  place  for  Metropolitan  Toronto's  garbage  is  an  important  environmental 
concern.  By  1997,  the  two  landfill  sites  owned  by  Metro  Toronto  -  Keele  Valley  Landfill  in 
York  Region,  just  north  of  Toronto,  and  the  Brock  West  Landfill  in  Durham  Region,  just  east 
of  Toronto  -  are  expected  to  have  closed. 

One  suggestion  for  handling  Metro's  garbage  problem  is  to  ship  the  waste  over  long 
distances  to  places  elsewhere  in  Ontario.  However,  most  communities  beyond  the  Greater 
Toronto  Area  (GTA)  oppose  the  idea.  (The  GTA  includes  the  Regions  of  Peel,  York,  Durham, 
and  Halton,  and  Metropolitan  Toronto).  A  process  for  selecting  three  landfill  sites  to  handle  the 
wastes  of  the  GTA  (with  the  exception  of  Halton  Region,  which  already  has  an  approved  landfill 
site  soon  to  open)  is  now  underway.  This  site  selection  process  is  confined  to  only  considering 
sites  only  within  the  four  out  of  the  five  GTA  regions  which  are  to  be  serviced  by  the  new  long- 
term  landfill  sites. 

LOCAL  RESPONSIBILITY:  The  difficulty  with  shipping  Metro's  waste  to  other  places  in  the 
province  is  that  it  does  not  solve  the  garbage  problem.  It  only  moves  it  out  of  sight.  Waste 
disposal  practices  which  encourage  an  "out-of-sight,  out-of-mind"  attitude  do  not  help  Ontario's 
efforts  to  reduce  the  amount  of  waste  through  the  3Rs  -  reduction,  reuse  and  recycling.  The 
principle  of  local  responsiblity  means  that  municipal  governments,  which  have  the  responsibility 
of  disposing  of  waste,  must  do  so  within  or  as  close  as  possible  to  their  own  areas  of  jurisdiction. 

The  only  exception  to  this  general  rule  which  is  acceptable  is  when  a  municipality  must 
ship  its  waste  to  another  municipality  for  a  short  time  as  3Rs  programs  are  being  put  into  place 
and  new  landfill  sites  are  getung  environmental  approvals  or  being  constructed.  In  this  case, 
transporting  waste  from  one  municipality  to  another  is  a  short-term  solution  to  an  emergency. 

Until  the  spring  of  1991,  municipal  councils  in  the  GTA  had  been  seriously  entertaining 
the  idea  of  transporting  their  garbage  to  small  towns  in  rural  southern  Ontario  and  northern 
Ontario.  In  April  1991,  the  Minister  of  the  Environment,  Ruth  Grier,  established  the  Interim 
Waste  Authority  with  the  mandate  of  finding  three  new,  long-term  landfill  sites  in  the  GTA.  She 
stated  that  in  keeping  with  the  principle  of  local  responsibility  for  waste,  the  authority  will. not 
consider  transporting  GTA  waste  outside  the  GTA  as  an  alternative  method  of  waste  disposal. 


SOCIAL  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  BENEFITS:  The  cost  of  finding  three,  long-term  landfill 
sites  in  the  GTA  is  high.  But  taking  the  long  view,  the  proposal  has  several  social  and 
environmental  advantages  over  shipping  garbage  outside  of  the  GTA: 

It  encourages  local  residents,  industries,  and  other  groups  to  participate  in  the  process  of 
choosing  the  locations  for  the  landfill  sites. 

•  It  sustains  public  awareness  of  the  great  need  to  reduce  the  volume  of  waste  generated 
every  day  in  the  GTA. 

•  It  keeps  the  money  earned  from  the  fees  charged  to  industrial  users  of  the  landfill  sites 
within  the  GTA,  making  it  available  for  investment  in  local  3Rs  programs  such  as  Blue  Box 
recycling  and  home  composting. 

It  reduces  the  high  financial  and  environmental  costs  of  transporting  waste  long  distances. 
Such  costs  may  include  the  environmental  effects  of  greatly  increased  traffic  through  small 
communities  as  well  as  the  expense  of  upgrading  highways,  local  roads  and  railway  corridors, 
and  building  transfer  stations. 

•  It  means  that  the  GTA  communities  have  reliable  and  uninterrupted  access  to  landfill  sites. 
When  shipping  waste  over  a  long  distance  to  another  jurisdiction,  there  may  be  the  risk  of 
unanticipated  restrictions  on  access  to  the  landfill  site. 

Some  proposals  for  transporting  garbage  to  municipalities  outside  of  the  GTA  include  the 
shipment  of  recyclables.    But  it  does  not  make  economic  sense  to  pay  the  cost  of  shipping 
recyclable  materials  to  another  municipality  so  they  can  be  sorted  and  shipped  back  to  the  GTA  - 
the  biggest  market  for  recyclable  materials  in  Ontario. 

Finally,  by  managing  their  own  waste,  the  municipalities  within  the  GTA  will  provide  a 
model  for  other  Ontario  communities  which  are  now  or  soon  will  be  facing  similar  waste 
problems. 


For  more  information  on  waste  issues  contact: 

Environment  Ontario  Telephone:  (416)  323-4321 

Public  Information  Centre  1-800-565-4923 

135  St.  Clair  Avenue  West 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4V  1P5 
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